
U.S. Government/Hallett 
 
Course Description: This is a course designed to give the student an overall view of the 
history of, and the workings of the American system of government.  We will concentrate 
on such subjects as the three branches of government, rights of individuals, political 
philosophies, comparative governments, state and local governments.  Students will 
understand elections and the voting process.  Most of the class will be devoted to the 
Constitution. 
 
Course Content: This class will begin with an understanding of the history of 
representative government, and move into an in depth analysis of the Constitution.  As 
stated above, we will also spend time on the development of political parties and 
philosophies, and the election process. 
History of Representative Government: Locke/Hobbes/Montesquieu; 
Jefferson/Declaration of Independence.  
The Constitution (ratification): Articles of Confederation; Constitutional Convention; 
Federalist/Anti-Federalist debate; Federalist #10. 
The Constitution: Three branches/limited government; Separation of Powers/Checks 
and Balances; Bill of Rights (concentration on: 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 8th, 9th, 10th); 14th 
Amendment. 
Political Philosophies/Parties: The political spectrum (Left to Right); Issues; Political 
Parties in America (history of). 
Elections: Candidates/Campaign strategy; Electoral College; Proposition voting. 
Powers of the Presidency and Congress: We will discuss the various powers of the 
Legislative and Executive branches. 
Supreme Court: Marbury v. Madison; John Marshall; McCulloch v. Maryland; Dred 
Scott v. Sanford; Plessy v. Ferguson; Betts v. Brady; Brown v. Board of Education; 
Gideon v. Wainwright; Miranda v. Arizona; Roe v. Wade; UC Regents v. Bakke; United 
States v. Nixon. 
Comparative Governments: Contrasting Democratic-Republics/Socialism/Communism 
and other various systems. 
State/Local Government: How state and local governments operate; state and local 
officials/services. 
 
Textbook: American Government, McClenaghan 
 
Learning Activities: We will spend a great amount of time in class having discussions on 
what the logic of laws are, why laws are passed or ruled on, and how they are applied.  
Students will keep a notebook, and be prepared to give full and clear answers on essay 
questions that will be asked on tests, or on assignments; students will complete various 
group work tasks, and present them to the class; various short answer, or worksheet 
homework assignments will be given; we will also spend time on current issues as they 
arise; a few films will be shown during the semester as well. 
 
Grading: Tests and quizzes will account for about 38% of a student’s grade; 30% will be 
essays, film questions, newspaper article summaries and critiques, group work and 



projects; about 20% will be book work, and various small assignments we will complete 
in class; attendance and class participation will be about 14%.  In addition, students will 
complete the district sample on separation of powers/checks and balances, which will be 
graded with a rubric. 
 
Analysis and Writing: 
There will be specific writing assignments during the semester that include analysis of  a 
newspaper article on a given topic; there will be written essay exams on both 
constitutional amendments and the Supreme Court.  Students will be expected to follow 
specific instructions on how to use analysis, making a statement, and using facts to create 
a coherent argument.  If typed, the assignment must be double spaced as well as proof 
read.  If written in class, students must use blue or black ink.  
 
 
Special Policies: Students must be on time, in accordance with Westmoor’s tardy policy.  
Students may ask for one pass per week, and no more than one student will be allowed 
out at a time; students must write all essay type answers in blue or black ink, or have the 
assignment printed out.  Also, there will be no sleeping or texting in class.  I will deduct 
points from the attendance grade, and will involve administration as well.  It should also 
be noted that unexcused absences mean that students do not have the right to make up the 
work. 


